Name

Adrian

Occupation

Dancing and Music

Age

22

Lives

Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, but I spend all my time in London

Background

n/a

Likes and Dislikes

n/a

Chelsea

It looked a lot cleaner than most of London, it didn’t look like London or feel like London. There’s a lot more space to walk, and the people are just getting on with their things. By the houses its very quiet. There’s no road works, there’s no beeping.

I took a picture that was built into the seating. I thought that was pretty cool, cause its keeping things clean. Not only practical but it looked good.

There was a lot of plants or flowers outside the houses, and they looked quite nice. People took time to look after them. Then there was a bike, a kids bike that wasn’t chained up. I guess that’s a positive thing.

I don’t know if its like that everyday but I was a bit shocked by the drug dealers outside. It was lot more spacious than the other parks.

There wasn’t any crappy playground in the corner. And the kids were playing a lot in the space they had, You didn’t need to put things. It looked better, it felt better and it worked. They can roll in the grass.

I could see myself getting bored. Its nice to have peace and quiet every now and again, but I get bored. Its like nothings happening, and its just air, a bunch of expensive air. 

When I first got here I was like, its nice to get some peace and quite, but after half and hour, I was bored.

What is there to excite you? I do a lot of dance things that’s what excites me, there’s none of that here. Going through Hackney, there’s a lot of live music, a lot of afro beat and I just love that.  The two areas I mentioned I felt comfortable were Hackney and Brixton. I guess they’re grimy areas but its just relaxed. I guess they’re areas where I fit in more, because I look a bit more grimy. In my area, walking down the street looking all hip hop its not too normal to see. And then walking down Brixton or Hackney its nothing out of the norm.

COVENT GARDEN

Monmouth Street

I think the main thing was the weather, that made it seem like a holiday.

Just seeing the guy there today made me want to walk past because its just hassle. 

Doing this I notice loads of things, all the little things like cracks in the floor, loads of graffiti, chewing gum, rubbish. It never influenced me until now because I’m looking for it, but London’s really dirty.

Details

Positives Life growing where its hard to grow. Seeing grass grown in concrete. And lampposts, not really flowers, but a little plant growing out and that’s really cool because its an oxymoron.

There’s loads of lampposts that have been cut down, and at the bottom of those there’s lots of plants, like the lampost died and there’s a plant. Its crazy.

It don’t know if it’s a saying, but the rose that grew from concrete.

I took a picture saying Danger, Men Working overhead. And when I look overhead there’s nothing happening. 

I go past it all the time. Its like a corridor just to walk through.

CCTV. This is London. I think its funny that I’m taking photos of cameras that are taking photos of me. It only matters if you’re doing something you shouldn’t be.

There’s loads of road works. It just makes me feel like hassle, cause when there’s none of that going on. You have to walk in two lines down one pavement, and there’s always a person up in front who’s slow.

There’s a lot of piss everywhere. Phone boxes or corners, wherever there’s a corner. It gives me the vibe that this is a dirty place. I don’t feel bad about it.

Phoenix Gardens

It did look like a prison. It was the bars mainly, there were like sharp bars on the gate. It looked a bit nasty.

The park (the kids playground) looked stupid, it looked like a kids prison. There were just bars! There were all these bars and then paint them black, and then put some more bars in in-front of the swing so they can fall off and hit them. They’ve got a garden, picked the smallest corner , fenced it around with bars and painted it black and put some swings inside. Put all these bars and paint them black, and then put all these bars. Ah they want a park, alright, lets make them a park. Its like they had a task to do but they did it as quickly and as cheaply as they could. That’s like two steps back.

The other park (phoenix gardens) to me was more of a person’s backyard not than a public thing, to me they had loads of things on the trees than hang down. As a public to me it doesn’t fit in with my conditioning of a public park. It just seemed to much.

The big issue, especially in London, you need a lot of space to fit a lot of people. And making something out of a small space, its not worth it. Its totally on preference. For me, in London, it has to be bare open space with lots of grass. I was in Hackney the other day, I don’t know what its called, it was a massive park, it was next to Hackney Central. It was a big park, it was amazing.

The wildlife looked nice, but it looked like they had a big ambition for a small place. It kind of looked like a building site that’s trying to be converted now. It probably is.  For me, it’s the enclosed space it’s not my cup of tea.

Tottenham Court Road
I always walk past that place to get from A to B. I don’t like the congestion of people. Its like a hassle, there’s so many people you’ve got to weave, people smoking, everywhere you walk it blows in your face. All the road-works it forces you to walk together instead of having the freedom to walk about. The noise. The dirt, its really dirty down there. I took pictures of the ground. You know when you take rubbish out, and bags break, liquid comes out and all that crap, it leaves marks on the floor, its just covered everywhere.

Details

Positive

Centre Point and the fountains. Looks quite nice, but then its dirty. 
You go up close and say, “whats that brown stuff on the floor!?

Coleville place

It felt a bit peaceful, but then there’s the noise (building work).  It gives it a step out of the hecticness. But the park is not so good. It doesn’t really look very inviting.

The park over with the swings for the for the kids it looks like a poor attempt at making a park. There aren’t as many bars.

Where the vines our, that’s a nice bit of shade. Again its not big enough for my tastes for a park. 

If there weren’t so many people it would be wicked, but we’re sitting really close to loads of people so its like a festival thing.

That kind of looks like a holiday thing. That’s the mood I get walking down there. The plants outside the houses, the colours. Its more bright, more colour than offices.

I think the weather really adds today. If it was raining I wouldn’t want to walk down there because it would seem really grimy.

EDGEWARE ROAD

Station and surround

It wasn’t that dirty actually. Not as congested. Still lots of cameras. Graffiti, I think there were crews around and they’ve left their mark showing territory, which makes you think, you know, its not always going to be safe.

The underpass was wicked. There was an art exhibition downstairs. It was great. The gallery is something that you’d never expect to see down there. Its so unexpected.

I’ve got more pictures of tagging, cameras, cameras again.

The second station was different. It was quite simple. 

Church Street

The market that was the place I’ve been most relaxed in out of the whole trip. It was quite clean you know. That’s a toilet. If you go anywhere like Leicester Square and see a toilet, its going to be so grimy, whereas there it was like a really nice thing.

We were walking down the street, its all sunny, blah blah blah, and then there’s like this phonebox, with all this alcohol in it. Its like its not all good.

Residential Area

There was some residential area, and it looks really nice and clean. There’s a lot of bin men about. But if you look over the wall, its full of crap. Its like they’ve swept it under the carpet. 

No parking, in constant use.

That was a really nice garden, but its part of that property. There was loads of plants and it looked really natural, but if you went round the corner to where it was someone’s garden, it was a mess. The council made it nice they don’t control it after they move in. 

That was a bag with dog crap in it. Someone just left it there!

Camera. 

That’s really nice of how the council build it. But then if you go further its different.

That’s amazing. Some houses and a shop at the bottom. It stands out, It contrasts.

Broadley Street Gardens

One big issue was the lack of people. It was not so hectic. But that’s a personal thing, being in central London a lot. It was a space thing, there’s not enough space and just leaves in your face, but here there’s a lot more space.

Negative. The tagging, its like it belongs to a crew. Apart from that it looks like a really nice place, There was even people sleeping in the grass, they look so peaceful. Very clean, very nice.

