Name

Kathy

Occupation

Architect

Age

56

Lives

Barking, on the outskirts of London. Works in central London.

Background

Kathy has lived in London for the past 6 years, in Barking and works in the City. Kathy wouldn’t describe herself as having a creative eye, but she does have a keen eye for detail. She’s a people person and looks for what makes a sense of community in deciding whether or not she likes a place.

What makes a good residential area for you?

Regardless of whether they’re poor or rich, there’s a sense of looking after, of care. A sense of pride in what you’ve got, regardless of what it is. Or you see people stopping in the streets to talk to each other. Or market places where you see people interacting. I look for green and flowers because they make an environment much nicer.

What makes a good greenspace for you?

Get away from traffic noise as much as possible, and you have to have enough greenspace which is uninterrupted, otherwise it just feels like a handkerchief.

Tottenham

How do you imagine Tottenham?

East end, poor, dirty, noisy, scruffy

I’ve never been, I’m curious. It makes me think of football.

Overall Feeling

• Not welcoming

• Why would I come here?

• Noise & Traffic

The only places I found ‘love’:

Perhaps the exotic restaurant in Hale Cross Road, the east side of the Green and going up towards the arts centre. The only bit that I started to feel was welcoming was the Townhall and that part off to the left of the Green.

Tottenham Hale Station

Couldn’t easily find it. Low building and therefore not noticeable from the road. Low key.

Cramped entrance although that helps to make it feel fairly safe.

Positive

Plants at the window to the Victoria line. (32)

Bus interchange near retail park.

The retail park overpowers the area and makes the residential area lose its identity.

(Rosproject 14)I sat on the bench, looked around, looked down and I realised that this was a place to drink beer.
Hale Gardens

I’m in the middle of a roundabout. It doesn’t feel like an oasis. The traffic makes we want to escape.

Odd mixture of buildings.

No one uses the green area and there’s quite a bit of green.

(Rosproject 16) What time does it open! Its the most unusual thing to find there. The word 'patisserie'.

(Rosproject 17) I like this.

It was sturdy and homely.

It seemed incongruous to the rest of the environment. It was obviously one of the original houses in the area.

(Rosproject 19) I didn’t expect to find a restaurant in the middle of a council estate. It reminds me of our local Thai. BYO wine. I hope its well loved. It goes back to that thing; places to meet, places to talk, places to relax together.

(Rosproject 20) Usually a subway is a daunting place. They made the subway inviting, by adding different levels, flowers, lighting. It took away the threat. Usually when I think of subways I think of Tottenham Court Road. Yuk!

(Rosproject 21) Beam me up scottie! It looks like a surveillance tower ona  prison camp.

(Rosproject 22) I liked the warmth of the brick on the left. You can see it compared to the brick on the right. The colour and texture make it feel much earthier.
Positive

The patisserie.

Tensile structures at the school and the games on the floor.

Old buildings on the corner.

Restaurant

A few places to sit and be tranquil.

The entrance to the subway.

Around the residential streets

(Rosproject 10) It was the flowers, the very fact that there were flowers, the door was well painted, and that it was clean. It felt loved. More than next door, although its not much different to next door. Its the flowers that do it. Those are camellias.

Rosanna If you don't look after them they die. So, if the flowers are alive, somebody must be caring for them.

(Rosproject 12) The pale green colour suggests its up and coming and the blinds. The middle classes are moving in.

(Rosproject 13) DIY. Good effort, shame about the drip.

Negative

The metal entrance on the school is incongruous. The school barriers make it look like a prison or depot. 

There are a lot of hard surfaces. Car parking everywhere.

The monstrosity at the top of the block (mobile masts)

The traffic makes we want to escape.

Tottenham Green

I liked the East better as somewhere to sit or meet people. It gets more interesting there.

It’s a cold day. I wonder if its well used?

It’s a wasted opportunity because the road divides and its difficult to get form one side to the next. Would I stop here? Maybe, but not for long.

Safe? Yes.

(Rosproject 18) This side of the green felt better. It was a place to stay, to sit, to rest and relax. You can sit there and read a book. There was no sign of beer, strangely enough. Shrubs and bushes. If felt cosier, even on a cold wet and snowy day. The surroundings are pleasant, interesting to look with the entrance porch, the canopy ... the strange feature there. They're well kept. There's even an original 1800's fence.
Positive

Georgian Houses on the East. The road is cosy.

Town Hall and Arts Centre.

Birds on the East.

Daffodils.

Cobbles leading to the green on the East.

Negative

Where to sit on the west side?

Fencing on the East.

Main road overpowering on the west.

Traffic, traffic, traffic!

Hard road in the middle.

Barrier on the road. Don’t cross!

Tottenham High Road Shops

Don’t want to come here except to go to tesco or to take transport.

Lack of calm.

At the beginning part of the road you may feel fearful. It was very scruffy and dirty. A lot of metal shutters outside the shops. They give you a sense of hooliganism; you fear you’re shop front’s going to be smashed in.

Positive

The College

Sycamore Garden Flats

Green planted areas from flats upwards

Trees will add colour in Spring Summer

Negative

Shops at the start very rundwon and scruffy

Noise continual from the road

Traffic

Hard

ARCHWAY

Did you have any expectations of Archway?

I remember the station not being nice. Its quite a threatening place. I expected it to be middle class.
Overall Feeling

• Unpleasant station

• Surroundings, lots of things to see and nose about

• I liked the park

• I would live there

Whittington Park
It’s calm and relaxing. It seems friendly with a sense of community.

The park seemed like an extension of the front garden as the barriers were quite low. 

I liked the red buildings. They seemed quite continental. (69)

The whole place gave a sense of community because of the way it was laid out. The community centre laid onto it, the houses laid onto it, the pubs laid onto it. It might even be too busy in the summer. There were different areas for different activities; an area for dogs, for kids, for football so everyone was kept happy.

I didn’t see anywhere for the kids to play in Tottenham, except for the fortress school. It was just like being on a roundabout.

I think the signs are informative and well designed.

The playground looks well used.

I liked the tree mural. I think it’s a nice mural and educational at the same time. I liked the tree mural more than the others. If I was a kid I would have gone looking for them. It spurred you on to go and find the real thing.

Tavistock Terrace

This is a wealthy street. There are certain things that suggest that. The railings, the original windows and doors, the wooden shutters. The fact there’s only one door bell, they haven’t been divided into flats. The smell of wood burning. The cars are not flashy like those you might find in Chelsea, not BMW’s and Mercedes. So maybe they’ve got better things to worry about. Maybe they’re more intellectual.

Its very quiet. You can hear the birds and I only counted one car coming down the street.

It’s difficult to tell whether there’s a sense of community because there’s no one around. There are signs of love; flowers in the road around the trees and pot plants on people’s front steps.

Holloway Road Shops

The church in Holloway Road was unusual.

I liked the bright, abstract images of food in Budgen’s window. It really perked the place up. (56)

Looking down the side streets, you can see its well kept and neat.

There are some interesting little shops. Like an Indian Jazz restaurant. I didn’t know you could mix Indian and Jazz?

Archway Station

The actual station is uninviting due to poor lighting, drab décor (old tiles) and at the back a dark entrance. I wouldn’t feel very safe.

However, there are a number of joyful small shops, café’s bistros in the surrounding area that it a place to come and eat, meet, shop, browse.

Positive details

Café metro. The Lavazza sign. I can get a coffee, and I like Lavazza.

Maps outside the station

Shops around – small, well kept, fruit and veg out front

“workers café”

Negative Details

Not comfortable at night.

Old feel

Bad lighting

Dark concrete entrance

