Name

Luciano

Occupation

Architect

Age

57

Lives

Barking, on the outskirts of London. Works in central London.

Background

Luciano is definitely a man who thrives on being in an urban environment. He grew up in the centre of Naples, and if he could live anywhere would live in Holborn, slap-bang in the centre of London. As an architect he’s very aware of designed and aesthetic details in the environment, but tends to go beyond that to understand how people use a place. He has lived in the UK for nearly 30 years.
What makes a good greenspace for you?

Variety. It’s got to have a pleasant variety of trees, of bushes. For example, I find the Mayesbrook park round here (Barking) not good. Its too flat.

ARCHWAY

Do you have any expectations of Archway? 
It hasn’t been nice since 1974.
Archway Station and Transport Interchange

Not pleasant. An intimidating place. Uninviting under the tower.

Usual mish mash of buildings in the surroundings. Too much variety, not organic / commissioned and designed.

Shabby, not too chic.

I don’t like the station and the immediate surrounding area are a bit shit, but as soon as you move out from there, things start getting interesting.

Holloway Road Shops (and Junction Road Shops)

Lots of shops, commodities and food. Small shops mostly.

Mostly nice, a good high street feeling. There’s lots of different shops and restaurants and cafes and houses to look through windows – You couldn’t really see through any windows in Tottenham.

I find the variety of non-corporate approaches interesting and how it makes the corporate high street banal. 

Again, I like the display of these bottles, that are in itself, onomatopaeic. It tells you what is sold there immediately.

Whittington Park

A sunny afternoon so it may help to lift up the image. It’s a nice park. Pleasant, well laid out, friendly environment divided into different areas.

There are people in the park. Birds singing, children playing, dog walkers.

A café, pub, play area, cycle path and a community centre.

The embankments are a nice way to end the park. It forms a gateway. Its protected but its open. There are no barriers.
This mural is nice. Its modern and manages to give an idea of the interpretation of the flowers, without competing with a naturalistic approach.

I don’t understand the graffiti. Why someone would do that over a mural. A pure sign of imbecility.

Again, the fact that they raise the ground towards the part of the back creates a barrier without being too obtrusive.

Where did you see signs of love in Archway?

Obviously someone though there may be birds there in the winter, and as the trees are without leaves, winter birds can have a shelter.

I like the way they treated this house. I like the rear. The modernity of it. Its bold.

We saw the plaque with a tree dedicated to that woman, with, what I found out was a Buddhist chant.

Residential Streets surrounding the park

I thought the building was interesting. It just shows that modern architects tend to overdue it. You can reach quality in a very simple manner. Without prejudice of form or colour, something like that can be quite nice. The quality of something like that is that it was designed to think of the people rather than the ego.

I think it’s a house of someone involved in friends of the earth or Greenpeace or someone like that. If I have to imagine the guy who lives there, I imagine 

dreadlocks. Or a woman with long skirt and Doctor Martin’s.

These are obviously going to be affordable housing.

This is a good conversion of a former industrial building into residential.

Tavistock Terrace

First impressions were good. I can live here. It’s a quiet place, feels homely and relaxed. Homes are generally well kept and give a distinctive character to them. Not many people around, but it is a holiday and these kind of people (middle class professionals) may be away.

Typical Victorian Street. Terraced houses originally probably for lower middle class and now nobilitated to intellectuals, clearly. From what you can see from the windows, they’re generally educated people, people with taste, very quiet. Nice, human scale and typical, even if the architecture is repetitive but character is added by the different colours to the doors and adding details in different ways to add .

How would you describe ‘character’?

Character! Its diversity amongst the homogeneity, They are all the same but they are all different. It expresses the character of the people who live in. No two people are the same, which adds interest.

He looks like a sailor! Or that famous American actor, Robin Williams. Its nice, but who is he!? A head of developer? An old sailor who made a fortune and built these houses.

Its very strange the way these doors are. The design is peculiar to this street. The triangular archway with the old mans head. There must be a reference to a local character.

The railings: They’re more interesting than modern railings, not because they’re decorated, but because they’re less utilitarian. Why’s it got to be just utilitarian?

Some home have been replaced but on a good scale and fits well in the surroundings.

TOTTENHAM

Overall 

Dirty

Noisy

I wouldn’t live here by choice

This could be anywhere in England

Tottenham Green

Some nice spaces. Small park is better with more places to sit and informal layout.

Nice open space with the trees. Nice Georgian terraces in good condition. They’ve even got the old balustrades.

Only one bench! (on all of Tottenham Green)

...And when I sit down, look what I see! This bench is just used by alcoholics and look how ingrained all of the bottle tops and ring pulls are. This has been going on for a while.

The surroundings on the East side of the green made it work much better...the shrubs, the Georgian houses, well maintained with some unusual architecture.

Wide pavements crossing the green, but what for~?

I noticed the well. 

Hale Gardens

A strange place, surreal.

Lots of little spaces dominated by cars. You can see that they were trying to create a ‘small peaceful’ oasis away from the busy roads. Didn’t work!

A 1950’s housing attempt to create a place

Some modern developments but badly executed and already wearing off.

Uncollected rubbish.

Dominated by traffic. Too much traffic surrounding it. It was a very busy road and you couldn’t get away from the noise.

Noise from the car radios – full blast.

Uneven pavements, broken slabs.

These are terrible places to live!

Tottenham Hale Station

The place is chaotic. The surroundings are congested and the shopping area attracts a lot of traffic.

A busy place. A good hub for transfer. Good shops, but at a price.

Noisy. Traffic. Traffic. Noise. Speed. Le Man’s. Horrible

Good shopping centre but the usual high street crap on sale.

Tottenham High Road Shops (they didn’t go to Wood Green Road)

The college nobilates the area. The north side towards Tottenham Green is much better. Couldn’t say the same of the High Road. Buildings are mostly rundown and the front gardens are mostly unkempt.

Ethnic shops (reggae and black music) People. Hair shops

