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Background

TOTTENHAM

Tottenham Hale station

I thought it was too busy.  There were too many people on the platform, I like more space. But on the other hand I liked straight away that there was a roof. Above and a waiting room that you could be out of the rain. I liked the coffee area. I liked the glass around, you could see outside. On the other side there’s some plants but at the same time its enclosed. 

32, a sign to the lee valley walk. I thought that’s really good, all of a sudden there’s access to greenspace somewhere and I all have to do is follow this sign

33, as you look though the glass, there’s something green

34, you can see the coffee shop,. That’s great I can get some coffee

35, a sense of the nice large waiting area.

I was a lot less keen on the outside. I though ooh no, where on earth am I? A huge open space, there was no shops. From all of a sudden you were inside there were, too many people all a bit hemmed in. You moved out and it was a big load of nowhere. You couldn’t see anywhere.

I realised where I was, was a bus interchange, from a sensible point of view I thought that’s good. But in terms of the space, it was too huge and there was nothing there.

37 horrible carpark and metal railings. Could have been in a borstal somewhere. I’d have been much happier if that had been green. 

The station was fine. I though I would be safe from the elements was any time of year. It was outside, Id have much preferred to be on some sort of high street where theres lots of things going on that a huge open space looking into the distance. like open space but I like green open space. Its the kind of concrete open space that I don’t particularly like. 

Hale Gardens

Just as we approached Hale Gardens I did like the unexpected greenery that was there (38). Even though it was overgrown, I still like that compared to concrete. There were trees, it was green. Certainly if I was living there it would have been much better to see the green before the road. There was a seating area as well, you could sit down, why not (39).

All of a sudden it was huge wide open road with no traffic, too much concrete. A huge wall off to the right, (41), (42) very square architecture, no people, no cars either. I was very pleasantly surprised by the grass, there was no hint that you were going to get a green area. (44) information about cycling. 45 a sense that you know you’re here, but you can get somewhere else, and you don’t have to be a slave to the car, but you can walk there or cycle there and point the way to go.

I quite liked the smaller housing because it didn’t feel a very human sized space you were enclosed by very tall buildings.

There were signs of disrepair. 46

Litter on the floor 47

A but run down, a run down fence 48

Wheelie bins of rubbish outside the houses, not very attractive 49

Just as you came out of it (50) some very nice trees, bushes, it was quite green.  A cycle track leading you away somewhere else.

I think it was slightly negative, and only very small things would made a difference. If only the grass had been cut that would have said to me that someone was taking a bit of interest. There were signs of disinterest all round, the grass wasn’t cut, the fence was in disrepair, there was rubbish outside the houses. Just cutting the grass and some flowers would have made a lot of difference to me.

There was a big sign saying Tottenham High Road, so at no point did I feel l didn’t know where I was or where I was going next. There was clear indications of where you were in relation to other places. Buildings had been painted orange and yellow (52), I thought, ooh that’s interesting. There were some very odd looking houses that almost looked like a flash Gordon space ship with a silver fin coming out. In principal I don’t like that kinds of very modern architecture, but actually I found this quite interesting. Compared to the huge walls, lets have some more flash Gordon fins.

What is it against the huge walls? They’re too boring and too flat. Nothing of interest, its all too square.

Tottenham Green
Didn’t like that at all. Oh no, not good enough. Far too open and exposed. The whole point of Tottenham Green having walked along a huge main road, hopefully we were  get to a lovely secluded greenspace that was going to take you away form all that. Instead it was open to it. Huge enormous fat wide paved area (53). Tottenham green was the big chance to get away from all the concrete and have a green wooded secluded. And there were some (54) beautiful trees, there was a woodland aspect that could have been emphasized but they  have made more of that. We were completely open to the huge main road. In contrast to that the little greenspace over the road, At least that had green hedges, as you looked into one corner of that you eye was drawn to the hedges, the trees and not that wide expanse of road off to the left.

I hated the noise. That was a very positive aspect of hale gardens. A lot could have been made of hale gardens if you had cut the grass, perhaps hedged that around instead of that pole fence, you could have made a beautiful garden. Like some of the posh areas of London. You’ve got a concrete block of Georgian houses with a hedged garden in the middle.

Whereas without the hedge you might as well have been on the main road. Nobody was using it instead of a load of blokes drinking beer. I would have liked to have seen families. The little place opposite I liked a lot more just for the fact it was fenced in that made it feel secluded. 

(59) your eye was drawn to the corner

(60) there was the litter, which was unfortunate

A couple of good things, there was good architecture on one side of it away from the horrible main road but if you’d had a hedge you would have seen that above the hedge. And there was a sense if history. There was a monument to soldiers that died in the first world war. There were hard objects around the park which were nice. The monument, the church, the classical building.

Additional notes from Mark’s worksheet

Huge paved road (no wandering path)

Why would a wandering path be seen as more positive?Is it suggestive of a path that people have found and made themselves through using the place?

West Green Road Shops
Initially I didn’t like it, just too much traffic. Loads of noise. What wouldn’t’ have attracted me to walking up and down oit was the fact that I’d have to watch my step to avoid being run over by a passing car.

I did like the mix of all kinds of different businesses. there was no sense of Great Britain plc that you get in every town in Britain where there’s smiths boots Tescos and Costa Coffee. There was none of those businesses it was all very ethnic but a very good mix of all those different ethnic business and shops.

Halal supermarket (62) A Chinese natural health shop (63) bric-a-brac antique place (64). That’s interesting unusual, I might get exposed to something I’m not used to. 

There’s estate agents, travel company. Everything different.

That sign I thought, that’s very inclusive, euro afro Asian, we’ll look after everybody. I thought ooh that’s good.

To begin with I felt it was going to be a bit monocultural, and just lots of black businesses and unusually the pictures were all of black people but very soon

It was a mix of everybody.

Signs of love

I thought there was a lot of effort with all the business in the west green shops. Imbal travel company red sign red wall. I thought there was quite a lot of litter in different places, even if not litter the bins were stuffed full.

COVENT GARDEN

Overall

I like it in as much as there were lots of secluded spaces inside the huge arteries of the main roads. So although I would very much dislike the Tottenham court road area, Coleville place, Phoenix Gardens and Monmouth street were very attractive.

Monmouth Street

I liked it. I liked the column, there were places to sit. Having done this exercise all round having somewhere to sit I thought was quite important. It wasn’t dominated by traffic, there were cobbled streets off to one side so there was a sense of history and there was a great mix of different things to do there, the shops, the theatre, the pub.

Slight downside there wasn’t quite enough greenery for but there were flowers outside the crown and other window boxes as you went along some of the roads.

As you walk through there was at first what looked like a dark little square alley, with nothing in it as you walked out on the road. But as you got into it, somebody had taken the trouble to paint a mural of flowers and plants, so what looked like a dark, dank little space when you were once in it was quite attractive.

My first negative thought about that whole space was that square tunnel, but even in that square tunnel someone had taken the trouble to paint a mural on the wall.

Littler bins were empty I noticed.

A lot of the building were quite a light colour, a sort pf yellowy colour. and then from one angle there was a red brick building I thought ooh, that didn’t seem terribly in keeping.

69, I liked the column and the fact that people could sit in the middle of it there was a good balance of traffic.

There was the theatre to look at, the crown pub, cobbled streets

Some flowers outside fat face.

Some bags of rubbish. London does this everywhere where people just bag the rubbish up; and leave it lying around I don’t think that adds to the ambience.

75, the alley with places for people to sit

76, the mural

77 an interesting little statue inside a restaurant

Phoenix Gardens
A bit of a disappointment because again the first impression is bags of rubbish sitting outside. But once inside, it’s a fantastic place to explore. Lots and lots of beautiful flowers.

You couldn’t see all of it at once. That drew your eye in and there was lots of different things to see. I saw a little pond with fish in it. interesting ideas, like water pots with lilies in them. There was lots of wildlife.

I’ve got pictures of the flowers (80, 81). 82’s a bit of a work in progress with a building site in part of it but I thought that was acceptable clearly they were doing things with the place. 83 I really likes it was a picture of seat that was integrated in the lawn, so the seat comes out into a bank in the lawn.

Fantastic mix of flowers,  there was all kinds of wildlife, blackbirds, snails, beetles.

The Japanese hanging decorations from the tree, which I personally don’t like very much but nevertheless I though was an interesting idea.

I thought it was a great place. Frankly I could have sat there for the rest of the twenty minutes and not gone anywhere else.

There were different people using it, a woman with here baby, a chap sitting down.

The architecture outside the place was a little bit ugly but your eye was hardly drawn to it.

It was enclosed by a fence but it wouldn’t have needed to because there wasn’t a load of traffic running around it. The idea of a green space enclosed by buildings so you get a quite garden is very attractive.

Tottenham Court Road
Initial impression wasn’t too bad because I quite like the centrepoint fountain

You weren’t too crowded at that point and you could see a little space around you. As soon as you got to the station exit itself, very very busy. You could come out there straight onto the street, lots of people milling around.

The positioning, on the positive side, wasn’t too bad because you could look out. You came out of the corner, so you’d be able to orientate yourself reasonably well. But its not bad then to be out onto the road but if it could have been set back so you had a bit of space for the mass of people thundering by that would have been better.

Did have quite an interesting street sign of oxford circus (89). It was filthy but nevertheless, it wasn’t just a bare wall.

Photos of people, very very busy (88)

Crowded. Too many people, too close. So many people walking past on the road, No space to get your bearings, no signs telling you which way to go for different places. Where I come out somewhere like that I like to get a feeling for where I am, so in that sense the portion on the corner wasn’t bad because you can start to look up and seeing the street signs. There was nothing saying turn left for oxford street, or particular landmarks or directions.

The road was potentially too bust, but as I stood there for a while it wasn’t as busy as all that. It looked worse than it was going to be.

Coleville Place

I liked the look of it. The paving was interesting. It looked quite weathered it had been there for quite a while. It wasn’t exactly crazy paving but it didn’t give an impression of just being perfectly square either. There was an unevenness to the flooring which gave it a sense of age which I quite liked.

It was quite.

You could see greenery ahead, there were lots of pots of flowers up and down the street which people had left out which would be your sign of love. (91)

There was an interesting detail on one of the steps. There was mosaic of the house number (95)

As you walked along you’re drawn to the sight of the trees ahead.

One negative thing as you went in. The boarded up windows of the bookmakers (90) I thought ‘mm that want too nice’ very grey and made that entrance very blank and square. 

As you walked ahead there was the trees and great a little enclosed garden to explore which was very nice. In principal

Not very many flowers quite formally laid out. There were some trees but under the trees was some boring gravel it could have been grass at the very least (93).

I think I like flowers because a, it attracts more wildlife in. I did see a hoverfly in Crabtree fields, but there was a lot more wildlife in phoenix gardens with the beetles and snails and so on. But I think its just the colour, its more beautiful,.

It was nice that there was a play area, but the play area was a bit bare. Once you were into that there was nothing green to see you were looking at a bare paved area, just a wall behind. That could have been a mural, you could have had plants climbing over it. (92)

The garden could have done better. Phoenix Gardens was way better than Crabtree fields.

I would have liked to have seen Crabtree Fields later in the year because there’s an interesting wisteria climbing over a trellis.

Signs of Love

The mosaic of the step was very interesting, that was unusual, the mosaic of the house number. Because I think that would have taken some special effort. Buts its nice to see the plants outside the houses.


ARCHWAY

Transport Interchange

It was filthy there were chips, there newspapers, it could only have been worse if someone had vomited.

It was 70’s architecture. As you came out of the station what was truly dreadful was all the newspapers flying about, the chips on the floor, but then at least when you got out of the station there was a very wide pavement and it wasn’t crammed with people back and forth so you did very quickly get a good feel for where you were. There was a Methodist church opposite, You could see the shops you could see the junction, once you got past the rubbish and out onto the actual highway that was quite nice because there was space to stand and get your bearings, which I really liked. the architecture off to the left was a bit boring, very 70s and not much was happening, but at least there was some open space and you weren’t hemmed in by people and cars straight away, even thought it was very busy.

When I emerged it was dreadful because if the chips on the floor and the rubbish flying about, but as you came up the steps and past that, I liked the fact that the pavement was wide so I could stand and get my bearings without people pushing into me.

Although there was a lot of traffic, I though that was fair enough, given that you were at an interchange.

The scale of being able to see places around me, compared to other places we’ve seen. It was better than Tottenham court road because I had the space  to stand and see where I was and it was better than Tottenham Hale because I wasn’t faced with a huge long distance where I had no idea where I was.

The scale was just right. I felt quite comfortable once I got past the rubbish.

Details I liked were the sense of space, I could see where I was the environment around me and not be rushed.

What wasn’t very nice was the very square 70s architecture. Nothing was happening there. There was somewhere to sit but nobody was sitting there. It was concrete and drab.

Holloway Road Shops

It was a huge road so there was no chance of crossing back and forth., there was a broken sign very early on. And as you went down it, one business after another was to be a fast food restaurant, there seemed to be nothing else. Lots of the other businesses were closed, I took various pictures of businesses with shutters down, there seemed to be nothing worth going into.

Eventually, way down you got to the market a few stalls with interesting produce, and finally few shops that were interesting and worth visiting, a shop for mirrors a flower shop, a bread shop, a relief when you finally got down to the bottom of the road. When I got there I thought what a relief at last something to like. I took pictures of girls at an olive stall a n cheese stall.

The build of that environment.

Very harsh boring, there was no architectural detail that  you might be interested in, very stark signs, often broken. It was clashing there were different colours that clashed.

There was no sense of unity apart from the unremitting dullness of the road.

Whittington Park
It was good to get off Holloway road. It was interesting to begin with, there was a variety of trees planted on the entrance to the park, a conifer a birch a cherry…there was a bank in front of you so you couldn’t actually see very well into the park. That in itself made you think, “what’s on the other side of the bank?” There was access via a cycleway There were birds, a magpie and a blackbird even in that area.

There wasn’t a great deal of interest there but they’d obviously churned the soil up so there was a hope that there were going to be flowers or bulbs planted.

Once you got into the park there were lots of people using it. The bank created a seclusion from the road.

Largely the park worked because I thought there were all sorts of different areas to explore, a wide space as you went into it, there were people playing football, within a wired up area. Which I didn’t like the look of the wire but at least that kept the footballers away from everyone else using the park to lie down.

Lots of different areas within it to explore. The further you got into it the further away you were from traffic noise because there was no traffic. There was a war memorial that gave you a bit of a sense of history and some flowers there.

And the park at this time of year was missing flowers, but you could see  some planting done so there would be flowers later ion the year. A pond about to be built and they were looking for volunteers.

The parks success was shown by the number of people using it for all different reasons.

On the downside there was an odd scruffy square building, but at least they’d made some effort to paint it.  There were murals on the far side.

There was a playground for the chioldf5rtejn which had lots of different play areas and objects. A mayflower boat, a There was a sandpit with a big polo type sculpture in the middle. 

I think it’s a fantastic park with lots of different things to see. There was not enough colour, that was its only downside at this time of year. there were no flowers they had painted some murals but there was not natural colour.

Good wildlife. I saw a beefly, a hoverfly, other types of birds.

There was no natural colour, spring you could have had flowers. Phoenix Gardens had a fantastic amount of colour. But they were addressing the wildlife issue through the pond. There was a big sign up saying pond construction shortly.

You could have planted trees around that area where the football pitch was guarded by the wire which is good in principal because it stops the ball getting out and hitting people having a picnic. Its just too stark and not natural. I’m up for the wire because it stops the ball getting at me, but I don’t want to look at wire in a park.

Tavistock Terrace

It was quiet. There was interest in the details around the windows and doors of the properties it was quite relaxing.

Above the doorways and the windows there were faces which was an interesting detail. The railings  were very attractive. It was a 

I feel quite comfortable, relaxed. There were no people. I wouldn’t have minded to see more people.

Not really. I felt everybody was behind closed doors. I’m not sure that everyone would know their neighbours up and down that road.

There were window boxes outside peoples home on Tavistock terrace.

They were looking for volunteers in the park, which is very nice, so you  build a sense of community that way.

I thought there was a big contrast between the park and Tavistock terrace where it looked cared for and people were interested using it, and the shops and the archway area where people were getting away from it as soon as they could. The shops had shutters up, broken signs. Those two spaces were signs of hate rather than love.

