Name

Perla

Occupation

Maternity Nurse

Age

Check with Charlotte

Lives

In various locations around London, live in with families including Chelsea, Swiss Cottage, Belsize Park.

Background

From the Phillipines. Moved to the UK and settled in Bournemouth for 30 years. Moved up to work in London over a year ago.

General Likes and Dislikes (Bear in mind a lot of these are in relation to Edgeware Road)

Greenspace

If you picked a good park, what would stop and make you sit? What would make you feel you wouldn’t even want to go inside.
There’s not a lot of people using it and its not inviting at all. It cant invite me to sit there because there’s no openness. Although there are greens.

When you talk about it being open, are you talking about it having a fence? Bigger and brighter. I have seen small parks along Brompton Road where you can sit down and because you can see a lot of people passing, you would sit down because you know no-ones going to attack you because there’s a lot of people around.

If someone went in there to attack you there’s no people around to notice you. Say a man stopped and asked me for money and if you don’t give it to him, he’ll attack you, you haven’t got anyone because there’s nobody using it.

Residential Area

The convenience to work and the commuting and the transport, like buses. If it’s a bus route, then you don’t have to walk too far to the tube station. And the safety of the area. 

What would not make you buy a house in the area?

The environment. The atmosphere and the environment. There’s no graffiti but its not clean to me, there’s quite a lot of rubbish flying around. Although the market is good, I wouldn’t live near the market its too noisy. 

I don’t think the residents are just happy that they have a place that they can afford. Maybe residents are working on the west end and its evry convenient for them. They’re just happy to have somewhere. I have not noticed that the residents have done improvements. They’re just happy to reside in their own cocoon. 

I’ve seen it where we live. You’ve got a neighbourhood watch which the residents would join. Whereas in an area like this they’re just happy to live in.

They probably have an organisation who deals with that. There’s a one stop there.

Commercial Area

What’s your favourite place to go shopping in London? 

Sainsbury’s

I think this place is too busy for me. l I think I’m very stereotype. If I was a tourist I wouldn’t come here because it doesn’t give me the distinction of the people. Its just bland. You would go to a place like Oxford St which I can afford, because Oxford street is very popular in London. I wouldn’t go to Edgeware Road. It probably would have the thing I’m looking for.

Station

My favourite station? Jubilee Line

It labels the London. It gives a picture of London which is the financial capital of the world. You’ve got Canary Wharf. When you think about London you think about tall buildings. If I haven’t been here in London my imagination would be tall buildings and nice shops, nice in the centre, beautiful. Like I was in Switzerland. I wouldn’t expect a place like Edgware road where I could see arab people in the shops, the writing is in arab. I’m probably imagining, I don’t know if you’ve been to France, Champs Ely see, that would probably be like that.

EDGEWARE ROAD

Housing Area

The area appears to be a deprived area to me because of the concentration of council flats. 

There’s a bit more contemporary flats between Ashbridge and Salisbury (streets) nice contemporary flats but they still look like flats for the working class. You can really differentiate it. The flats are very very close; not much space to the benefit of the residents. Not much seating area.

I took a photograph of the flats. They did a little bit to look more upmarket. But if you’re standing there you can still see it’s council. 

Terraced houses. You can tell that they’re owned by the government. When you look through the windows it appears to be like the occupant is a working class. Even the outside. If it was a private one, if it was mine, you would spend money on the house to make it look good outside. But all the immigrants are working class and they cant afford it. So they probably sp[end it on other things rather than expensive plants to put outside.

That’s the flats I’m talking about. The blue.

Picture 28. You can tell its been done up. It looks good from outside and you wouldn’t mind living here. 

Do you think the colour helps

It’s quite uplifting for the residents.

How did you feel on these residential streets

I wouldn’t wander around at night.

Would you want to live there?

No. It’s a mixture of older people and younger ones and the younger ones are doing nothing, sort of hanging around.

That one stop services is like a library. I took a picture of just a sign.

These are all rubbish and that’s not very far from those flats. The developed, the refurbish ones. This one is just hundreds of yards. It doesn’t look good. It’s a suggestion of the whole area itself.

What made you take this? 
The tower. Where I was standing, just by looking at it, you can tell. It gives you that impression. It just labels the area. All this area is council.

That’s a car park for these flats. Its very very dark. If it was in the winter at 4 o clock when its already dark I wouldn’t go near there. Its not inviting. You have that reluctance to go in the place. I wouldn’t hang around in that area. I wouldn’t go about in the dark.

These are flats, council flats. And that itself is the side of the flats. Its an entrance to the flats, but if you don’t live there would you go in there? Its so threatening. There’s a pool of water, rainwater.

Its just leading nowhere. You feel you will get lost when you get in there, but I know it leads to flats. You feel if you go in there. The first impression you get is that its dangerous.

Broadley Street Gardens

I’ve been in upper class places like Belgravia and Knightsbridge where you’ve got communal gardens. Its really nice, you can sit there and enjoy it.

But there you’d probably sit there for a few minutes and then…

You wouldn’t spend very long there?

No. You get people sitting here with carrier bags. Like a tramp.

Why do you think they go there?

Probably most convenient. I suppose the market is there.

Church Street

The café area along the market, if they bought something and took it in a bag they could eat it in the garden.

In depends on the individual. If they want a bit of green the garden is there.

There’s the café you can see older people that go there.

Church Street

What did you think of church street?

Its very convenient for all the residents because they can afford it because its cheap. They don’t have to go to Tescos which is a bit more expensive. You look at the fruits. One tray is £1, whereas in Tescos you spend triple.

It reminds me of mercadillos in Spain, the ones that once a week they open it in a little village and its very cheap price. Perhaps its not bad quality with the food but its not really good quality with the amount of clothes and bags and shoes. You can buy shoes for £3. I think everything is very cheap in that area.

They can afford it. And its complete. You’ve got bed shops, hairdressing salon. Beauty salon. Everything.

Its very very affordable for the people living here.

What sort of atmosphere did you notice in the market?

Depressing. It reminds you of the deprived, underprivileged people, low income people. 

Its not the place for tourists. If you know the area and you want to make use of the market and take advantage of the cheap food maybe you’d come here but as a tourist its quite close to tourist area like hype park oxford street you wouldn’t want to come here. 

What about the presentation of the market?

Very dirty. They could do a bit more. The people who are using it don’t really mind. You’re talking about ethnic minorities, people from around the world. 

What would you change to persuade you to come to the market regularly?

Probably improve, a bit more cleaning.  Considering there is food involved there could be more hygiene. I went near the fish stall. Ooh. They were throwing it around everywhere. The area itself was very wet, not from the rain from the water of the stall. They were not really protected.

I think Marta took a photo of the one stop services. There’s the café there.

If you have a bit more money probably you would sit there, hang around.

That is the entrance.

You feel reluctant to go in. Maybe that is just a signal and the library is probably further up because you can see the arrow. But I would follow the arrow rather than go in and enquire where the library is. Its so dark and unwelcoming.

Broadley Street Gardens
The garden is alright. Small compared to the communal gardens in upmarket places. Again, its to save the money isn’t it. There s a lady there whose done her shopping and sat down and having something to eat, an elderly.

If poor people who are in council flats like pensioners they probably would sit in that small garden.

If you were in another park I would sit down comfortably and read a book. Its too small and there’s not many people walking around. There’s not many people using it.

If there were many people using it you would sit down because you feel safe.

What would encourage more people to use it? 

Its a bit dark really. Its not very open.

I would just go past it. I wouldn’t sit longer. 

You might use it as a route through? 

Yeah.

Its empty, there’s no one using it.

(6) Back in the market

Transport Interchange

The tube station. The platform itself is clean. But, I don’t think I’ll use it at night because the lift itself. When you go out of the tube station it’s a lift. Dangerous at night. It feels a bit claustrophobic. Very dark.

Did you go to the other one? I didn’t see it.

What about when you come out of Edgeware Road Station onto the main road?

It feels dangerous to me because of the people around that you see walking. 

If I was coming out of Knightsbridge station, I don’t mind coming out at like eleven o’clock. There’s more light. Also the people, there’s a lot more ethnic minorities (here?)

What’s the difference between Knightsbridge and here?

The station is dark itself, whereas if you were in Knightsbrige its really well lit.

Knightsbridge is decorated. This one you’ve got the old tiles from many many years ago, so its makes it really dark. Apart from the people who have already left the station there’s not many people in that station. In other stations you have a lot more people. There’s confectionary, small shops. But in here its juts one window for the tickets and then you’ve got the barriers. So when all the people who have arrived have left, you look around and there’s not many lights it makes you feel you’ll be attacked. 

Under the flyover. If it’s a road in the WE you expect it to be, you know, no cracks and broken tarmac. The road maintenance they should bring it up because its still in the west end. It makes me feel when you area approaching that that you are going into a deprived area. It makes you feel you want to go back that you want to go on anymore.

Age Concern right in front of the Hilton Hotel! Now who would want to go to Age Concern, a charity shop if you are a tourist, and its Hilton not a B&B. Its HIlton for goodness sake! And its big!

There’s another Oxfam. It should be Make it more like another Bond St or Kings Road where it’s a bit more contemporary. Put European cafes with tables and chairs outside where young ones can sit. And not another Oxfam.

And its very close to Oxford Street and Hyde Park. 

It just gives you the picture. Like if you are at the top of Edgeware Road and you’re walking and you see these Oxfam’s you think do I really want to carry on? What’s next? Do I want to continue? It makes you want to go back?

Especially if that’s what they are going to do? I bet the value of the properties is not as much as Knightsbridge. They like they’re in Chelsea.

Marta

I wouldn’t live here because I feel like, I don’t want to say it’s a poor area but you can see its not a wealthy area. I’m not saying I want to live in a wealthy area but…The council is working and they are helping and doing a lot of stuff to improve that area and you can see some of that.

I thought it was exciting, the market. The first time you see the fruit and that stuff you say that’s fine. But then You start to walk a little bit and you see they different shops they have around and you see the area wher you can find cheap things like mercadilos in spain or ‘todo a cien’ (pound shops) and it give’s you an idea of this area.

In the station one of the positive details is the maps you can get, You have the maps and a place where they put the maps and I thought its help.

I don’t like the lights. The lighting was really bad. No shops inside

I saw there was a shop where you can buy gums and little things outside but it was windy and really cold. It it wouldn’t be a place where I would say, lets meet in that station.

We didn’t take any photos because we weren’t sure if we could take photos.

I think its not very unsecure because they have a camera and when you get in they have a tv,. In someway you could say its not unsecure because they area taping it.

Overall a positive reaction to the station or negative? Negative.

It’s a busy street.

I think it was quite well signed. Since the last time that I was here (UK) when I see these signs the black ones with the little things. And with the maps and the signs of the street.

The Park. It was nice but small. Its not bad, but small. It feels calm, you can feel calm, it was quite. I took a picture of a couple eating.

You see this couple. So there was someone eating but there wasn’t a lot of people around When we got there there was a family group they were leaving the garden and then this homeless sitting on the bench. I think its just to walk through, I wouldn’t sit a long time, And we didn’t see the playground we didn’t get there. And it was starting to rain, so perhaps you would want to spend much time.

The signs is because the last time we were here you can find all these signs like ‘no dogs’ ‘no skating’’ no nothing’. 

They have all these signs of the schedules of the opening of the garden, There s too much information I\m not going to stop and read it. In case I need to know it I would stop and check it, In some ways in gives you security that there’s not going to be people sleeping around.

It gives you information about where you can get in contact if you need to get in touch with the council.

And also there was more signs of no dogs and no alcohol to be consumed in these gardens.

Perlas. I suppose its good that they don’t allow alcohol in there it makes you feel a bit safer.

In some way secure but on the other side I didn’t understand the other sign saying ‘you cannot play, you cannot touch the grass you cannot breathe in the gardens.’

The vegetation is not bad at all. It seems like they take care of the plants.

Perla. Its well kept, I must say, That’s a a positive thing about it.

The market . Its like a poor area. We got to Church Street on the middle, we didn’t start at the beginning in the place where I arrive I saw the fruits so I thought that’s interesting. It makes me walk a little bit more, but then while you are walking a bit more and you are looking around and you see the different kinds of shops the people, your impression changes.

For me it wasn’t very different that other places in Spain with the markets but I thought it was interesting the way they pit the things. The fruit in the basket and the shoes or the bags, There was a mound of bags, I mean purses, bolsos. You can get a lot of things for cheap price and sales.

What did you notice about the way it was laid out. That they just leave it there and you can whatever you want. Its very close to you, its very easy to get what you want. 

Is it well presented? Not really?

Is it chaotic? Yes!

The fruit baskets was interesting. A good way to sell the fruit. 

I didn’t think it was dirty the area because I saw a lot of street cleaners. But its not hygienic for the people who works there. I don’t know up to what point they really care about what they are selling.

I think if I didn’t know that this area was a council area, if I’m a foreigner and I don’t know about that. I would think ‘what’s going on?\. You go in the centre of London and its all nice and you comer here a and it’s a mess.

I would take pictures of the Westminster thing because it was everywhere. The sign. On the jackets of the guy cleaning the streets. It rings me a bell. I would ask you what is this?. Why do they have all this logo all the time?

The housing area? It reminds me the subsidised housing in Spain. They look the same. They always s have the same structure. Functional. 

Perla, If you had to describe a council house. It give you that feeling that they don’t to spend any more money on it. The government don’t want to provide a place for the residents. They look like cheaply done. Simple.

It’s a straightforward, you know,. Very very basic. Nothing interesting.

I took a picture in the white and blue apartment and they had a playground for the children. (that was positive, perla). Did you see anyone playing therer?
No! it was raining.

It was quite secure (p[erla) Its fenced.

My instinct. Its easy to live and everything is the same. It’s a good thing for people who wants to live in a nice apartment and they can afford it and they can live in the same way as people who have more money (the new blue flats) Its quiet, newer and clean. But the negative thing is that there’s not many people around.

I don’t think so I didn’t find anything to sit done. But in a residential area like this you would not find something to sit, You don’t want somewhere to sit. You want light and to make it feel welcoming, safe, secure.

It’s important to find places to park. Everything was full of cars so I’m not sure if its easier to park or not. And the cars not driving very fast around that area.

That’s the furniture shop in church street. It says discount furniture because in that street everything is discount or on dale and its not January or July.

Good connections and good connections to the main places. Its not really bad because they had this metro station here but I think its not the best shops in the world around this area? The quality. Here its more separate. Perhaps a negative thing because then if you are around this areas and the shops are not open its more quiet and less people and  you think.

The architecture for a start. You go to Cromwell Road, that sort of place is my imagination, the architecture is nice, old buildings.

They have all the same signs from the other parks. That you cannot walk on the grass, don’t do that…

There were a couple eating there. When we get in there was a man, I think a homeless sitting on one bench.

I took a picture of a family with babies and they just walk through.

There’s a playground at the end. We didn’t see that. We didn’t go that far.

Tube. I didn’t like the lights. A bit  orange. It was very windy and cold without any shop.

The metro station. Its not very welcoming. 

