Name

Sam 

Occupation

Graphic Designer

Age

32

Lives

Walthamstow, commutes into Central London. Where I live is very residential, its nice to have that contrast.
OVERALL LIKES / DISLIKES

I resonate to those places (that aren’t too manicured), because I’m slightly shabby! And slightly messy, and in that mess I think there’s a bit more room for personality, and spaces that are so polished, I find slightly alienating and don’t think they have that warmth. Spaces that allow people to contribute I think are warmer and they’re also more fun to be in, more diverse, more colourful and I exciting. The slight negative you get from that is that you do get mess, but I think that’s more interesting. 

Sam’s transport interchanges

I really like Westminster as its like being in a bond film going down the escalators. 

COVENT GARDEN

Coleville place
Feeling

Relief because I was lost, but also from the traffic, its very very quiet suddenly. Obviously very well cared for, you can see that in the attention to detail from the hand painted house numbers, the mosaic house numbers, all the plant pots and what not. People obviously care a lot about that area. 

I did find the gardens slightly stuffy. Contrasting its to Phoenix Gardens, which is jammed full of personality and off-the-wall kookiness, there’s none of that in Coleville Place, it’s a bit managed. It feels a lot more municipal. It doesn’t have that kind of charm. The trees are chained up in the streets next to people’s houses, which I find slightly strange. I can see they don’t want to have them nicked but it  didn’t give a very trusting feel.

The park itself is quite well maintained .

You can tell that they’re worried about litigation or they’re concerned about people walking through that space, in that they’ve marked out these uneven paving stones outside the park.

There’s a sign on the entrance to the park itself, which has a nice detail letting you know what time its going to close. It sums up the place itself in that it feels a bit cold and municipal.

The houses look like they’ve got quite a lot of character, but it feels a bit Daily Mail to me, so I’m not sure if I’d really want them as neighbours, What makes it feel Daily Mail? Chaining up your trees, and there’s a real care for the houses. It looks like they’re caring about it a bit too much, it looks a little bit uptight. I think they’re very aware of being on-view.

Tottenham Court Road
Feeling

I have to admit it was soulless, busy and slightly alienating. And grey and uncared for. There’s nothing a lot to inspire around Tottenham Court Road apart from the road works, which look amazing. There are some great holes in the ground!

Centrepoint is dull to the point of tedium.

And then you’ve got red cones everywhere, along with rubbish, There are some nice bits and bobs of graffiti on the Astoria, which are meant really affectionately. Its people waiting for gigs and its about who they’re going out with, and marking that they were there. Its actually quite charming.

You’ve got these little gems that poke through. This ones on the edge of some sex shop.

You also strangely got a bench right outside the tube station, which is kind of nice, but why you’d want to I don’t know, you’d probably die from carbon monoxide poisoning in half an hour.

Slightly sad things, a workman’s glove left on the tarmac, traffic lights embedded into oil drums.
The feel of the place is traffic. The density of road works isn’t helping it, as the place looks like a shambles.
Phoenix Gardens
It was a huge surprise. Its amazing. It was really warm and cared for, but not too cared for. Lots of colour and light to the place. It had a really nice feeling, to do with it being a bit ramshackle, lots of flowers, loads of colour, lots of evidence of people taking care of the place. Lots of evidence also that they probably need a bit more money to run the place because there’s piles of rubble and ponds that need .

Its got a great character. It would be a very nice place to go back to and relax. 

The sound of kids playing around. Lots of things around it were really crappy.

Quite a special place, a bit of a hidden gem.

The sign on the way in sets the tone quite well. In a slightly ramshackle way, all done by hand, but its quite charming.

It’s a riot of colour. Its very beautiful.

Evidence of things in progress, things being renovated and what not.

There’s benches in there that look like they’ve been there for ten or twenty years, and they’re nicely care-worn. You can tell where the grass has worn out in front of them where everyone’s sat.

Even the compost bin’s got its own charm with the hand-painted arrow pointing exactly where you’ve got to put all of the stuff. 

The graffiti’s quite optimistic as well, you know, “Resistance is never futile. Have a nice day.” You don’t get that everywhere, do you?!

Little wind-chimes tied to the tree which show evidence of the local Chinese population is getting involved. 

These wonderful beaten up old benches. They don’t have a speck of graffiti on them, people obviously care about them.

There are surprising details. A concrete horses head in the shrubbery, just poking out, Its quite a kooky space, but none the worse for that.

It’s a bit of shame that there’s a stack of 14 bin bags stacked outside the park!

On the entrance to the park, there’s a bit of mosaic from something that was there previous. Its quite suggestive of the whole place. A detail of a flower. It’s a fragment of something really beautiful, I think that’s what the garden is in that bit of the town.

Its nice to be in a space that doesn’t feel over designed. It gives it a lot of personality. Big parks have their place, but the advantage of a small park is that it can have a sense of community which I think that garden does. I think the local people seem really engaged in it. Infact, someone stopped us when we were there taking photos and said, “what are you doing?” He was someone who lived locally and cared for that garden and told us a bit about it. 

Its got the advantage of being really embedded in that community.
Monmouth Street
I work there, but every time you walk round it its quite exciting, quite lively because it so diverse; lots of retail, lots of entertainment. You pick up on the buzz that’s going on in the area generally. I think that buzz is visual as well.

It’s a really buzzy place to wander around.

Round Neal’s Yard, there’s lots of evidence for people caring for their stores and the area. Down to the hanging baskets and lots of hand done bits of type. Attention to detail but not in a brandy brand type way, its all quite personal.

Down to the way they do the scaffolding. Instead of tacky red and white plastic stripes. You’ve got massive white painted scaffolding. And it looks slightly scruffy but its just a nicer way of doing it.

There are bits that let it down, like broken signs and broken lampposts.

This shows that the area has its own distinctive mark, and that’s applied ot a lot of the street furniture. Its quite a nice mark and its well applied so I think that shows a bit of care and attention.

Its definitely an area of London that feels like it knows is got its own identity,

Details like outside the Monmouth Coffee Shop they’ve got a bench for people to sit on. Those are really friendly and inviting details.

Coco de Mere with obscene graphics on the window, but they’re quite funny.

Neal’s Yard graffiti entrance is slightly tacky but friendly. You’ve got very adhoc signs on the way in which again are slightly charming.

Inside Neal’s Yard you’ve got fridge magnet poetry which invites everyone to participate, which is another friendly little detail.

Oil drums for plant pots are not overly designed again, which is nice.

Loads of plants loads of green things show that people really care about that area.

Hand done numerals is a bit kooky, but it takes time and people have cared about it.

Down to odd things like wooden birds up against the drainpipes and African and Thai masks on the outsides of shops. Then they’ve got blackboards in the area with peoples observations and poetry and stuff. Then instead of putting up an unfriendly closed sign in the cheese shop, they’ve stacked their bins outside which is a nicer way of saying were closed than a big abrupt sign.

You’ve got some real rich Victorian bits and bobs hanging about, like the tile work outside Fred Perry is beautiful. Then you get the slightly crappy bits of street furniture which show that certain aspects to the place which aren’t cared for that well. 

The pavement  leading down to Phoenix Gardens is all smashed due to goods in or whatever, they do show a lack of care.

