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Stefan
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Graphic Designer

Age

23

Lives

East Dulwich, South London. I’ve lived in London all my life. 
OVERALL LIKES / DISLIKES

A sense of contrast, or juxtaposition.

There’s a little bit of independence. People’s personal spirit, people’s individuality come out if they have a little bit of free space, a bit of a framework to play in and I think that’s interesting. You get to see something other than the same homogenized, churned out gruel. Its nice if there’s a structure so there is a certain continuity, but if there is space for people’s individuality to come out and a bit of creative spirit, and a little bit of diversity it makes everyday interesting as opposed to seeing the same process and going through things like a machine and just functioning. If there’s a little bit of diversity it makes you step back and question things, the world you live in. As a designer, I like the way that works, could I apply that to something else., I wonder if I could turn that into an idea. If everything’s just rolled out as one organised structure it just feels dull.
Notes

That’s what I’d like to see in a space, a bit of community. Walking down the street and saying hello to people you see all the time.

COVENT GARDEN 

Coleville place
Feeling

Very tranquil, very mellow. Very picturesque with hanging baskets outside the houses.

The gardens had a modernist feel, very clean in some ways. Almost minimal. It did have personality, but it was a bit colder a bit more designed, whereas the first place we went to was a bit more ramshackle and bit more mishmash and anything would go. It seemed like there was a set of rules in order there. 

As a street it was a nice place, but almost a bit clinical. It was very orderly, all the houses were the same size, set together. There was no character to each of them, it just felt like the same. No different to each other, other than the number on the door.

I just didn’t like the signage. It just looked very dated and let it down. It didn’t feel in keeping with the architecture of the park.

It seems a bit more serious than Covent Garden and Soho. I’d expect a Lawyer or an MP to live there, rather than a designer.

Tottenham Court Road
I didn’t like it. There’s a busy flow of traffic. There was a lot of road works that pushed you into the road. Its almost a positive that they’re doing road works.

I found it a bit more obvious, a bit more pandering to tourist needs. A bit flat and lifeless, a bit token almost. The same stretch, the same electrical shop. It’s the same thing for half a mile! I don’t care.

There’s a lot of tourist trade there. Its almost a bit cheesy England. It feels very homogenized. There’s no independence, there’s no charm.

Monmouth Street
It was busy but there was a relaxed atmosphere, there was a bit of a buzz, everyone was on a high. Certain shops there are not so commercial, there’s a little bit of an independent feel, its not your average high street.

Feeling

This was above the pub, the Crown. I thought this was a blue plaque so someone famous lived there, but then it says the crown. It gives the place a historical reference, it feels like its got a cultural background which coupled with the new shops gives it a nice juxtaposition.

There’s a lot of that independent bike scene, people riding fixed wheelers. You sometimes see couriers. It has that slightly independent feel to it, and that culture you get with people customising bikes. I quite like bikes, yeah!

This modern electrical tape is really harsh, but then you’ve got the old broken historical lamppost. Again there’s that juxtaposition.

Funny stickers. There’s a bit of an independent culture, they’ve got a voice they’ll do it through illegal means, just put things up that they feel they need to say. There’s no commercial value.

Nice details in shops. A nice flavour, makes the place a lot richer. It puts a smile on your face sometimes, its not the same high-street brands that you see everywhere. There’s a little independence which lifts it.

Individual typography on the windows, hand-drawn type. Its nice to see people have made the windows their own. You assume it’s the people who own the shop, so the hand that’s done it is the person you’re buying off.

Phoenix Gardens
It was like a pocket of the countryside in the middle of the city. It had the touch of an allotment and a junk yard. I found it really charming because it was a bit of a mish mash. There were so many pieces that were just thrown together and weren’t meant to fit.

It was much bigger than I expected. 

It felt like a secret, and you were in the know for being there. You felt like you were in the in crowd almost. 

I quite like the graffiti across the pond. There was an optimistic message. Almost the graffiti fitted in because it’s a very undersigned space and graffiti’s a bit of a thrown.

It felt like people’s garden. There was a shed at the back where a man was tinkering away. It had a very homely feel to it.

The big sign. That’s the thing that bothered me. ‘Cause it said no drugs and I think that’s a given. You don’t sit down and start taking drugs openly do you?

I expected to find little ASBO kids smoking cannabis. 

