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Tavistock Terrace

Feeling

Its lovely, I don’t want to be too loud. I don’t want to wake the posh people.

The windows are clean, the paintworks good. The steps are immaculate. They take real, real care of this road. Everyone has they’re little space. The space outside. There’s no net curtains, which means people are posh. Net curtains suggest a bit common. My parents have net curtains so that no one can look in and burgle your house.

It’s a place that I probably cant afford. I would like to live here, it’s a nice place to be, I hadn’t been here before, and I thought .

I cant say anything negative about this place.

The other side of it is that people were outside hanging out in Hale Gardens, and I don’t think you could do that here. 

It’s a bit estate-agenty but its because it’s a tree-lined street with period properties. With tower blocks, it wasn’t that bad, But its easier here to someone to take care of their bit. Englishman’s castle. And you can tell that people really do take care of their bit. That’s the difference. You can’t really take care of a whole tower block. Hale Gardens had a big stain at the side.

On the flipside I don’t think you’d have too many rocking parties, the neighbours would tell you off. You cant exactly have a bbq outside. It feels so clean that you wouldn’t want to.

There’s no focal point so I don’t know if there’s a sense of community.

Look at that they’ve matched the door colour to the shutters and the flowers…amazing.

Whittington Park
I felt quite surprised. At first I got there and the entrance, you didn’t know what to make of it. There was a fight outside between some kids it wasn’t anything serious. That unnerved me a little bit. On the way down, I saw quite a lot of Staffordshire bull terriers, rotweilers, I wasn’t too sure about going it at first. But then I saw how busy it was, that made me feel ok about it. 

It was really, really well kept. The signage was very nice, It was really well thought out, really clear, even the typography someone’s really thought about it. It gave it that posh feel. Maybe its just because I’m a designer I noticed that. Someone had taken care to clean it.

I think it was the fact that it was freshly mowed that added to that.

There was some graffiti on top of the murals. It was good space even though it was small.

It was ruined a bit by some youths there making noise. But I think that the rather large dog with the Islington security patrol sorted that out. It made me feel safe. 

The other thing that made me feel alright about going further into it, because I was quite apprehensive about going in, was that you can see people relaxing. Seeing people doing that makes it feel like a nicer place.

Holloway Road
Every time I go to Holloway Road, traffic is so, so busy. The noise. For me I couldn’t live on that road, Walking down that road I couldn’t imagine having a nice experience going from shop to shop. The pollution. I wasn’t that happy with that.

At the very top, the shops were quite shabby. Didn’t have a feel of quality. More functional shops. The strange thing is, walking down there were hints and clues of what type of people were in the area now. There’s a furniture shop that had really nice furniture, really old fashioned. The fireplace shop as well. The juxtaposition of it. There was another place that was next to a shop that had no signage and it was just for loans. A real stark contrast. But, its London. That’s odd.

I have quite a negative prejudice against Archway in general. I thought this is going to be crap. But walking down the road I thought, hang on. On St Johns road there was this amazing church, I thought this was a really nice road. The properties are really well kept. I don’t know where archway is in terms in terms of people with money.

I’m doing up my house, and I’m going to B&Q and Wickes. Now that bath shop is good. Really nice luxury selections. The odd thing was that the shop wasn’t that well kept.

I just thought, this is just a trade centre for baths. 

Next to the shops there’s housing. It was so noisy. Some of the rubbish outside some if the houses. People were dumping sofas and it was all quite messy. Oh yeah and a lot of drunk people walking up and down the road which at 7.30 is a bit worrying really. 

Archway Station

Really busy and extremely noisy. Archway station is really lacking any personality whatsoever. There’s nothing. On one side its just a subway. I can pin down why the subways are no good, because its really dirty and dark. But also there’s no clear line of sight out anywhere so you feel quite hemmed in. And the ‘watch out there’s crime’ doesn’t really help. That’s been graffitied over and spat on. That doesn’t really help.

Archway is an old area, maybe some fake columns. Or go the opposite way round and do something ultramodern. At least in Tottenham  they’ve tried. In archway they couldn’t be bothered. Its quite imposing that building on top. The positive side is you feel really safe because its really busy. The pavement was very wide, there was a fruit and veg stall, added a bit of atmosphere. But the speed of the traffic is unbelievable,. I’ve never seen so many motorbikes go that fast in my life I thought it was brands hatch. Its bad!

There’s a real barrier between pedestrians and the road. What happens then is that people in cars and motorbikes feel like pedestrians cant come into the road, so they can do what they want, but it makes it not the most pleasant place in the world.

TOTTENHAM

Tottenham Hale Station

Because I lived there my whole life I’ve got a real prejudice against the whole of the area. Tottenham Hale there’s been a lot of improvements there but its like moving into a new house but no ones cleaning up or taking care of it, so it quickly gets into a state.

The general dirt, which is so easy to clean, as soon as you come out of the station you get an idea of how people take care of it and they don’t too much really.

Real build-up on the stairs.

If you go in day in day out you begin to notice everything,

I don’t feel clean there its horrible.

I do appreciate that Haringay council have tried to do a lot to TH. There used to be really bad unemployment in the 80’s. There’s a lot of industrial estates there.

With the Stansted Express stopping there and no where else its interesting what the government are trying to do.,

Even though its all new, and they tries to make it colourful, it doesn’t need that. It helps. But it needs to be constant, they need to keep it clean and getting a few cleaners or a bit of redecoration every year to keep it in tip top condition.

I’m used to it now, the bus queue wasn’t orderly. I’ve been to Richmond before and the queue was so orderly, I was in shock.

The queue was a mass of people. You could hear a lot of  shouting and it was quite aggressive,

Some of the planning I don’t think is very good. The only way down was the sloping ramp. Which is good for access but could have just done a set of steps.

They’ve tried to make it look modern and new and say this is a really great place but it needs more than that, it needs the people there to change their mindset of the way they treat the place. You can see it is new but with the general maintenance of the space it hasn’t changed peoples perceptions of the area.

The bike tracks that are all over the place, at night can be a bit secluded.

Anything away from the station it gets a bit dodgy.

It’s the people who live in Tottenham. It’s the way they treat it.

There is no sign of love. A sign of love is a clean place. It doesn’t need to be a pot of flowers.

I noticed the bike racks. Its just maintenance. A lick of paint over the rust, but then some of the locks were cut open. And it doesn’t really bode well. A lot of them have been twisted. I don’t really feel safe with my bike being here.

Litter in the newspaper dispensers.

There’s no black cabs there. And I think there’s a reason because there’s not the money there. There’s just a mini cab.

Do you think money makes a difference? Its where they put the money. Because you come out of the station. You look across the road. The shopping complex has been a massive facelift there. At one point there was only 3 shops in the whole complex and it was becoming really dangerous.

Its quite clean there. But the station…

They should be even across everything. They don’t look at the bigger picture.

Additional notes from Tom’s worksheet

Gangs of teenagers outside KFC – avoided crossing road.

Hale Gardens

I was surprised in a good way. I found it really pleasant. I thought this isn’t bad.

The walk going down to Hale Gardens I was building myself up to something that wasn’t very nice because outside there was a bench that had been totally eaten by rot and I couldn’t imagine anyone sitting there. 

There was litter in the foliage. If you live there it’s a total disregard to your living environment. 

I wasn’t expecting much from Hale Gardens but I was really pleasantly surprised. I thought there was hardly any graffiti, there was a little bit on the wheelie bins and that’s it.

A weird sign of love. In a shed someone in the house had wrapped up their bits in plastic bags, and that’s what my mum does. She doesn’t pay for boxes because bags are free and watertight. My mum comes from a really poor background and I can imagine who that kind of person was because I can relate to it.

One house I passed I could hear family noise and cooking. I thought that’s quite nice. People are just getting on with their lives. I would even consider living there, apart from the fact it was in the middle of a road.

You couldn’t really hear the road noise too much.

Apart from the obvious towerblocks, there are actually really nice period properties in the area. Wow, this is really quite good. 

In the corner, I thought it was new build houses, I looked inside and I think it was houses for pensioners, So the council are really making an effort.

The school I think was a bit over the top. It was like an industrial unit. It felt like a prison. The galvanised bits of metal. At first I saw it and thought it was an industrial unit. I caught the sign in the corner of my eye that said primary school. I thought, ‘oh’.

The only negative thing I could see was the sign of smashed glass in the carpark areas. The lamp posts. The lamps were really dirty and just didn’t look cared for.

General litter but wasn’t dreadful. 

But there was one unit with an entrance breeze blocked up. That’s a really strong signal that an area isn’t doing very well.

If you breeze block up an entrance its not very easy to open and shut it again. There’s no point in using the space basically and its very negative.

There’s only two shops and then a William Hill because of course if you’re living in that area the only hope you’ve got is to bet your money away. Which is quite sad in a way.

Tottenham Green

The green area was the first time anyone’s ever said to me, what do you think of the green area. Because I’ve been past it a million times and I would never consider sitting there and for some reason I’ve never thought about. There’s nothing essentially wrong with the space, but if you live in an area like that like I though, it becomes invisible. 

I’ve never stopped there, I’ve never said to anyone, shall we meet there. The main issue is its very open and its next to the main road, you don’t think the airs going to be very good anyway. Its just something the council does. A bit of green space. They just have it cause its there. It seems like you cant really use it. But the space opposite was kept better. Unfortunately these open spaces with people drinking in it. There’s signs everywhere and obviously people are ignoring it . Signs were saying fines of £500 of you were caught drinking. I don’t really see it being enforced very well, people drinking quite openly.

I felt really conscious with a digital camera that looks quite expensive. At every moment I was worried that we were going to get mugged. If my girlfriend was walking through that area I would be worried.

There’s a concrete shelter in Tottenham Green next to the bus station. 

That’s just asking to trouble. I don’t see it as a place to shelter from rain. I see it as a place for people to congregate that are doing no good. That’s really sad to say but that’s just the kind of area it is. 

There are really really amazing buildings there. And my mum goes to the Conel college there to study English. I’ve never stopped to look at the place but its actually alright. It looks pretty modern. There’s a cycle rack that’s totally covered and looks really secure so I feel my bike would be safe there.

The monument. I’ve driven past a lot of times and not noticed it. It took you guys to come up here to look around to notice some of these things. I was like wow. It made me notice history a bit more. 

Lack of maintenance. I don’t understand why they cut off the tips. They probably cut them off because someone got caught in it and they got sued.

Even the bus lane needs maintenance. Look at the dirt in the middle of the road. Its been like that for years. I’m surprised it hasn’t built up to touch then middle of the bus.

West Green Road Shops

The road I live on, its got a similar feel, but it’s a bit better than west green road. I’ve been shopping there on a rainy Saturday afternoon and its one of the most depressing things I’ve ever done. I was thinking ‘this is my life now, at the moment.’ I don’t aspire to that. There is the Tottenham Hale shopping centre if you want to get your hits of Costa coffee, but there’s a certain balance. If you look at the shops, the signage hasn’t changed, its not cleaned the décor, the paint is peeling. 

There was a really beautiful advert on one side of the building.

There was an advert that was totally faded for a boost bar. I remember this, This was back in the 1990’s I think it says a lot about the area. People are thinking ‘this not an area we need to advertise in because no ones going to buy our stuff. Its not worth spending any money here.’ They haven’t even bothered taking the advert down.

I don’t aspire to Costa coffee. But I found it very depressing on a very personal level. If I had to live there and that was how I had to exist day in day that would make me very unhappy.

There is a sense of community. That costs nothing. It was busy. Because I’ve lived there its not what I aspire to. I don’t think I really would like to go to that shop with no name that hasn’t even got a door to buy some fish.

Tottenham

It’s a functional area where people live and if you don’t spend money like on cleaning they just wont do it. I’m not saying people there don’t care. Its just people are existing there. Some people living there aren’t really enjoying life, they’re literally are just existing.

OVERALL

Favourite place

Tavistock Terrace took my breath away. After Tottenham I thought this was going to be another council estate. I was ready to get mugged or stabbed. It was the word terrace, I don’t know why, it’s this project. In a way, that space doesn’t need any help. I cant believe that’s off Holloway road.

At least people can give their windows a wash! A road would just be so much better if people just took ten minutes and refreshed their signage so not leaving fading paper. Really simple things can really up a place. Its just a little bit of effort. 

When we walked from Hale Gardens along monument way. There’s nothing there, just traffic. Isolation, pollution, dirt. Holes in the fence where people had ripped it open and chucked rubbish in. The real juxtaposition is Tavistock terrace at road didn’t belong to anyone, no-one reports anything so no-one took ownership of it.

I’d recommend for a lot more people to do this. It opens up your eyes to areas that you know quite well already.

